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YAKAMA INDIAN RESERVATION 

Based on an earlier phone call to the company's vice president, I stopped by Evergreen Products, Inc. (#4-
260044) to look at their files, since we have nothing on the closure of their tanks in 1988 and 1991. Mr. Schaffer 
said he kept copies of what he sent to EPA and they would gladly show me the files. Unfortunately he was out of 
state when I came by and his clerical staff didn't feel comfortable sharing the files without prior arrangements. I'll 
recontact Mr. Schaffer and make arrangements to obtain copies and review them, especially since the closure 
procedures described by him sounded a little suspect. (The company is now named "Pace International LP," 
however it is probably best to keep the Evergreen Products, Inc. registration for now--if the documents indicate an 
unaccep~ble ~losure and additional documentation necessary, then a name change may be warranted.) 

I Stopped by the Old Wapato Shell Station (#4-260116) LUST site: except for downed barriers, no 
change. Later during trip, met with site assessor, John Zillich, and discussed need to maintain the barriers for 
public safety and to post the· EPA public notice sign asap. His plans to date are to landfarm the contaminated soil 
from this site with the soil from the Toppenish Brand X LUST site. 

The closure of the Toppenish Chevron Station (#4-260088) was partially observed. By Wednesday 4/18 
pm, all tanks had been previously exposed, inerted, cut open, cleaned, and emptied. The fiberglass lines were also 
exposed. On Thursday 4/19, the tanks were removed, crushed, and hauled away; and soil samples were taken. 
Visually, there was a significant amount of odorous, grey-colored soil/backfill around the fill pipe ends (west) of the 
3 larger tanks. The other 2 USTs didn't appear to have a problem, but USTs contained. heavier HCs. Below the 
diSpenser islands, odors were noticed. Soil samples were taken 4/19 and when I was last at the site on 4/20 am, 
the crew was waiting for 24-hour results before proceeding. My general impression was that there was probably 
more contaminated soil. The pit sides also showed black "pipes" where charcoal had been placed down to and 
around the sacrificial anodes. Photos and a site sketch will be sent to Robert Cutler in WOO. 

Further LUST work was observed at Brand X Tank 'n Tummy (#4-260105): the northern excavation has 
gone down to groundwater, supposedly now clean above the water table; a groundwater sampling device was placed 
about 2' below the water table with sample tubing to the surface (the site assessor, John Zillich, intends this to be 
the upgradient monitoring well); and the hole was backfilled with clean fill on 4/W. 

The other large excavation on the SE corner of the lot was similarly excavated into the groundwater; a 
sampling device emplaced, and the hole backfilled. Zillich says contamination· extends to the east and south but 
because of proximity .,to Elm Street (east) and the KFC parking lot next door (south) and the depth of excavation 
(est. 15'), he i$ extremely hesitant to enlarge the hole in those directions. Appears he will await soil samples and 
results of near future groundwater samples before attempting further work. The water sampling device is a SS wire 
mesh sleeve, placed inside a 6" slotted PVC well screen (3' length), with a clean coarse sand pack betw~en the two 
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and plastic tubing to the surface. Fate of the 3rd and smallest excavation (trench basically) with supposedly diesel · 
contamination, is unknown at this time. 

The site of a previous Boise Cascade sawmill was toured with the tribe's hydrologist, Jannine Jennings. 
The tribe is studying reuse of this tribal allotment for a new generation sawmill, but is concerned with previous 
contamination from various sources, including 2 known USTs and 2 other suspected USTs. With additional 
information, EPA may consider joining the tribe and BIA requesting Boise Casca~e reniediate the site, although the 
BIA sponsored lease was terminated quite some time ago. 

1 met with the BIA Administrative Officer, Ed Lyons, and discussed progress under the on-going Yakama 
abandoned tank survey. He was also interested in the implications of ·an old dump site leased from a tribal 
member by the City of Wapato many years ago. I have referred this to the EPA solid waste person that deals with 
Indian lands, AI Latourette. While in Toppenish, 2 sites were noted that could have abandoned USTs and a note 
was left for the tribal technician to investigate them, if not already done. · 

Followups were made with Skip Chandler regarding 2 field Notices of Non-Compliance issued to him on 
recent inspections of his My Brother's Place (#4-260022) and The General Store (#4-260024) facilities. Upon 
submission of the necessary testing documentation, I filled out the DOE UST inspection reports and gave Mr. 
Chandler 2 copies each. (The DOE is undertaking a pilot program in Yakima county whereby a copy of a facility's 
inspection report can be submitted to several participating inSur~ce companies for reduced UST insurance costs. I 
carefully indicated on the forms that these facilities were within the Y akama Indian Reservation and that EPA had 
sole UST jurisdiction therein.) 

Routine UST facility inspections were conducted at Serve 'em Self (#4-260009) and Eagle Stop and Save 
Ir~c:. (#4:.2li01:J,_~. A field Notice of Non-Compliance was issued to Serve 'em Self for failure to reconcile 
over/shorts for inventory control release detection. A letter NOV is planned for the Eagle facility for a number of . . 
·items. · 

cc: Jannine Jennings, EPP, Yakama Indian Nation 
Ken Secord, Director, DEHS, Portland Area IHS 
Katie Holt, UST 




